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Introduction

As part of our academic curriculum, an industrial visit was organized to the Mysore Sandalwood Oil 
Factory located in Mysore, Karnataka. The objective of the visit was to understand the practical 
implementation of concepts related to manufacturing, processing, and quality control in one of India's 
oldest and most reputed natural oil and fragrance industries.

About the Industry

The Mysore Sandalwood Oil Factory was established in 1916 by the Maharaja of Mysore and is now 
operated by Karnataka Soaps and Detergents Limited (KSDL), a Government of Karnataka enterprise. 
It is renowned for producing pure sandalwood oil, soap, and other herbal and aromatic products.

Key Observations During the Visit

• Raw Material Procurement: The factory receives sandalwood logs from various parts of 
Karnataka and other states, all legally sourced and verified.

• Oil Extraction Process: We observed the traditional steam distillation method used to extract 
sandalwood oil. This method preserves the natural essence and properties of the oil.

• Quality Control: High-end testing equipment and laboratories are used to ensure the purity and
quality of the oil and finished products.

• Packaging and Branding: The branding process of Mysore Sandal Soap, known for its distinct
fragrance and purity, was showcased along with the historical legacy of the brand.

• Sustainability Practices: The factory also shared its efforts in sustainable forestry practices and
collaboration with government bodies to ensure the conservation of sandalwood trees.

Learning Outcomes

• Gained practical exposure to industrial processes involved in essential oil extraction.

• Understood the importance of quality control, branding, and government regulation in the 
FMCG sector.

• Appreciated the role of traditional knowledge blended with modern technology in sustaining a 
heritage product.



Conclusion

The industrial visit to the Mysore Sandalwood Oil Factory was highly informative and enriching. It 
provided us with a real-time understanding of the operations involved in a traditional industry that 
continues to thrive in the modern market. Such visits bridge the gap between theoretical learning and 
practical application. 65 Students were Benefited through this Industrial Visit


